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(2) Is of good moral character;
(3) Is of good physical and mental health;
(4) Has completed at least a tenth grade course or its equivalent, as

determined by the board;
(5) Has completed an approved program of not less than nine months

for the education of practical nurses, or its equivalent, as determined by the
board.

To be licensed as a practical nurse, each applicant shall be required to
pass an examination in such subjects as the board may determine within the
scope of and commensurate with the work to be performed by a licensed
practical nurse. Upon approval by the board, the department shall issue an
interim permit authorizing the applicant to practice nursing as authorized
under this chapter pending notification of the results of the first licensing
examination following verification of satisfactory completion of an approved
program of practical nursing. Any applicant failing to pass such an exami-
nation may apply for reexamination. If the applicant fails the examination,
the interim permit expires upon notification and is not renewable. Upon
passing such examination as determined by the board, the director shall is-
sue to the applicant a license to practice as a licensed practical nurse, pro-
viding the license fee is paid by the applicant and the applicant meets all
other requirements of the board.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect April 1,
1988. The director of licensing may immediately take such steps as are
necessary to ensure that this act is implemented on its effective date.

Passed the Senate February 10, 1988.
Passed the House March 3, 1988.
Approved by the Governor March 23, 1988.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 23, 1988.

CHAPTER 213
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 61181

CHILD CARE COORDINATING COMMITTEE-CHILD CARE EXPANSION
GRANT FUND

AN ACT Relating to child care development and services; adding new sections to chapter
74.13 RCW; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It shall be the policy of the state of

Washington to:
(1) Recognize the family as the most important social and economic

unit of society and support the central role parents play in child rearing. All
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parents are encouraged to care for and nurture their children through the
traditional methods of parental care at home. However, to the extent child
care services are used, parents are encouraged to participate fully in the ef-
fort to improve the quality of child care services.

(2) Promote a variety of culturally and developmentally appropriate
child care settings and services of the highest possible quality in accordance
with the basic principle of continuity of care. These settings shall include,
but not be limited to, family day care homes, mini-centers, centers and
schools.

(3) Promote the growth, development and safety of children by work-
ing with community groups including providers and parents to establish
standards for quality service, training of child care providers, fair and equi-
table monitoring, and salary levels commensurate with provider responsibil-
ities and support services.

(4) Promote equal access to quality, affordable, socio-economically in-
tegrated child care for all children and families.

(5) Facilitate broad community and private sector involvement in the
provision of quality child care services to foster economic development and
assist industry.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) There is established a child care coordi-
nating committee to provide coordination and communication between state
agencies responsible for child care and early childhood education services.
The child care coordinating committee shall be composed of not less than
seventeen nor more than thirty members who shall include:

(a) One representative each from the department of social and h-.alth
services, the department of community development, the office of the super-
intendent of public instruction, and any other agency having responsibility
for regulation, provision, or funding of child care services in the state;

(b) One representative from the governor's commission on children;
(c) One representative from the department of trade and economic

development;
(d) At least one representative of family home child care providers and

one representative of center care providers;
(e) At least one representative of early childhood development experts;
(f) At least one representative of school districts and teachers involved

in the provision of child care and preschool programs;
(g) At least one parent education specialist;
(h) At least one representative of resource and referral programs;
(i) One pediatric or other health professional;
U) At least one representative of college or university child care

providers;
(k) At least one representative of a citizen group concerned with child

care;
(1) At least one representative of a labor organization;
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(m) At least one representative of a head start - early childhood edu-
cation assistance program agency;

(n) At least one employer who provides child care assistance to
employees;

(o) Parents of children receiving, or in need of, child care, half of
whom shall be parents needing or receiving subsidized child care and half of
whom shall be parents who are able to pay for child care.

The named state agencies zhall select their representative to the child
care coordinating committee. The department of social and health services
shall select the remaining members, considering recommendations from lists
submitted by professional associations and other interest groups until such
time as the committee adopts a member selection process. Staff support for
the child care coordinating committee shall be provided within available re-
sources by the department of social and health services on an ongoing basis.
The department shall use any federal funds which may become available to
accomplish the purposes of sections 1 through 3 of this act.

The committee shall elect officers from among its membership and
shall adopt policies and procedures specifying the lengths of terms, methods
for filling vacancies, and other matters necessary to the ongoing functioning
of the committee. The secretary of social and health services shall appoint a
temporary chair until the committee has adopted policies and elected a
chair accordingly. Child care coordinating committee members shall be re-
imbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060.

(2) To the extent possible within available funds, the child care coor-
dinating committee shall:

(a) Serve as an advisory coordinator for all state agencies responsible
for early childhood or child care programs for the purpose of improving
communication and interagency coordination, but not to review the sub-
stance of programs. The committee shall annually review state programs
and make recommendations to the agencies and the legislature which will
maximize funding and promote furtherance of the policies set forth in sec-
tion 1 of this act;

(b) Review and propose changes to the child care subsidy system by
December 1, 1989;

(c) Review agency administration of the child care expansion grant
program described in section 3 of this act;

(d) Review alternative models for child care service systems, in the
context of the policies set forth in section 1 of this act, and recommend to
the legislature a new child care service structure;

(e) Review options and make recommendations on the feasibility of es-
tablishing an allocation for day care facilities when constructing state
buildings; and
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(f) Perform other functions to improve the quantity and quality of
child care in the state, including compliance with existing and future pre-
requisites for federal funding.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The legislature recognizes that a severe
shortage of child care exists to the detriment of all families and employers
throughout the state. Many workers are unable to enter or remain in the
work force due to a shortage of child care resources. The high costs of
starting a child care business create a barrier to the creation of new slots,
especially for children with special needs.

(2) A child care expansion grant fund is created in the custody of the
secretary of the department of social and health services. Grants shall be
awarded on a one-time only basis to persons, organizations, or schools
needing assistance to start a child care center or mini-center as defined by
the department by rule, or to existing licensed child care providers, includ-
ing family home providers, for the purpose of making capital improvements
in order to accommodate handicapped children as defined under chapter
72.40 RCW, sick children, or infant care, or children needing night time
care. No grant may exceed ten thousand dollars. Start-up costs shall not
include operational costs after the first three months of business.

(3) Child care expansion grants shall be awarded on the basis of need
for the proposed services ir the community, within appropriated funds.

(4) The department shall adopt rules under chapter 34.04 RCW set-
ting forth criteria, application procedures, and methods to assure compli-
ance with the purposes described in this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act are each
added to chapter 74,13 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately.

Passed the Senate March 7, 1988.
Passed the House March 3, 1988.
Approved by the Governor March 23, 1988.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 23, 1988.
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